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Tracing the Oberholtzers 
Will Oberholtzer 
Rancho Cordova CA 

We don't know the specific 
place or origin in Germany of 
the 1727 Samuel "Oberholtzer who 
came on the ship MOLLY. We know 
that he left Rotterdam with about 
300 natives and inhabitants of 
the Palatinate. 

We know of a widow Oberhol­
zer (her husband killed-drowned­
for religious views) from Wald 
(near Oberholtz) Canton Zurich, 
Switzerland who left in 1651 
with three adult sons and three 
grandchildren for the Sinsheim 
region of the German Palatinate. 
Palatine census lists show Ober­
holtzers during the period 1664-
17 30 in Sinsheim and in various 
villages within 1 5  km south of 
Sinsheim (lmmelhauserhof, Birk­
enauerhof, Buchenauerhof, Hils­
bach, Duhren, Elsenz, Richen, 
I t  tlingen, Bockshaft, Reihen, 
& S teinfurt). In 1717 there 
were also Oberholtzers in Oppau 
and Friesenheim. 

Jacob Oberholtzer who came 
17 32 was from Duhren ( 3  km south 
of Sinsheim). Anna Oberholtzer, 
wife of Hans Heinrich Martin, 
came in 17 31 on ship BRITANNIA. 
Hans and Anna had lived a t  Bocks­
chaft -7 km SE of Sinsheim. Hans 
Martin had a brother David who 
came on the ship MOLLY with the 
1727 Samuel. 17 32 Jacob Oberholt­
zer's daughter, Maria married 
1727 David Martin's son, Abraham 
Martin. 

We see that 17 27 Samuel, 
17 31 Anna and 17 32 Jacob all knew 
one another and settled close to­
gether in Lancaster Co. They were 

81ST ANNUAL REUNION 

Da te: Saturday 
August 25, 1990 

Place: Terre Hi ll Fire Hal l 
Terre Hi l l  PA 

Detai ls ( i nc l ud i ng map) i n  
the August BULLET I N. Keep 
the da te and pl an to come! 
I f  you are i nterested i n  
trac i ng your li ne , we have 
experts to he l p  you so lve 
your pr ob lem. You can' t 
bea t the Lancas ter-Ber ks 
County area for beauty, so 

plan to come and enJoy the 
reunion and the coun try­
s ide . We hope to see you 
there. 

possibly related (maybe brothers 
and sisters). The place of origin 
of 1727 Samuel is probably Sinsbe1m 
(plus or minus 7 km south). Sin­
sheim is located in the northern 
Krauchau region of Germany (between 
the Rhein and Nec tar Rivers, 
southeast of Heidelbei•g'l. 
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Barbara B Ford 
3 13 Henry La Wallingford PA 
19086 

OBERHOLTZER-NASH IWDEI 
lel•a L TaJltr of Clartstoa II �as coaplled a co1plete lndeJ 
of t•e OBERHOLTZER A WASH FAIILY HISTORIES bJ A � Fretz 1�1c• 
t�e Association Is otferfac for a SS.OO doaatlon (postace 
iacltded). T•e ori&ilal �ook �IS IR l1de1 bat it is lissill 
1a11 na1es so •e are pleased to offer t•ls lade1 ••lc� caa be 
obtalaed fro1 Barbara ford. 

TRESE 5t PEOPLE 
Atteaded t•e 1$89 ReaDioa 

Barbara Bera•ardt 
Surthore PA 

lei Brinton 
Willington DE 

Belen G Bogener 
St Char 1 es 10 

Joh/Ed it� Boll 
lu�el1 PA 

C�ack/Pat/Joe/DaYe Carroll 
hrt� Hills PA 

SallJ Carroll 
hrth Bills PA 

Barbara Ford 
Ia Ill nc lord PA 

Gertnde Balles 
It HollJ U 

Georre/Sara Barling 
Allenton PA 

Esh I Herr 
Lit ltz PA 

Ellubeth.luh 
Terre Bill PA 

Jh 1e•ew 
Cup Hill PA 

Nonu R Lndl s 
Sndertn PA 

Fraak/larlan Lllingood 
In Bollud PA 

NUCJ Neff 
Ro.ert I o•er.olser 

Freehld NJ 
All&/lart•a Ober••Itzer 

lu•et• PA 
81 U/Belea O.berbo l t zer 

BetUe�n PA 
Fltreace O�er•ottzer 
Nate o•er�oltzer 
Ro1ald L Ober•oltzer 
N Cape laJ U 

Ji1/Greg O•er•olser 
LJle Onr•olser 

Oat Rld&e TN 
Bob/ReleR 0Jerbolser 

Gap PA 
Speacer/Rat• OYer•olser 

IJollssinc PA 
lill OYer•oltzer 

Ra•c•o CordoYa CA 
Jo•a/Pec O•er•olt 

li haraock VA 
larcaret L O•er••lt 

Do7leston PA 
lobert/CarolJn 0Yer••lt 
Paal/Naoli Pletc•er 

Net Holland PA 
Dan/lildred Pettlcret 

Pottston PA 
Vtrclnia R PerrJ 

Phenix AI 
Latrelce/larlan Rlc•aond 

OleJ PA 
Suul R Skiles 

Gap PA 
JerrJ StdlJ 

Akron PA 
Sara• Ana Sta1tfer 

hhrerstnn PA 
Diet/Jean Steleas 

Lltltz PA 
Jo�1/Elea1or leller 

letble•n PA 
D Er1est Wel1�old 

lnhla PA 

Fro• TOGETHER, a nerspaper bJ t�e llncYie• A Scottdale 
lenno1lte Cb1rc�es of Scottdale PA. 11 1St0 t•ere will be a 
200 Jear celebratloa of the lenno1lle fa1llles ••o ca1e to 
Jacob's Creek ValleJ dtrlng 1Tt0-1S10. r•eJ caae fro• Laac­
caster aad B1cks Co PA aad settled In TJroae and B1llskln 
Ttn., Fa7ette Co aad East B•atincdon T1n., lest1orelaad Co. 
T•ese earlJ lennoaltes In faJette Co 1ere BeiPJ freed, Jo•• 
Sto1ffer, Jac•• Strickler, Abra�a• Staaffer, John Rlst, John 
s•atleabercer, Josep• S�errlck, Abra•a• Nerco1er, Jacob 
Es�el1an, A learJ Detteiler. 11 lest1orela1d Co were Georce 
l11a1, BearJ fo1, learJ Roseaberrer, lartl1 O•erbelt, Ada1 
Tiast1an, BearJ f Tot�ers, c•ristiaD Stoaer, leRrJ Ofer�olt, 
c•rlstlan Fretz, Peter Ltac•s, A•r•••• Rat•, Jacob Tlast1a1, 
A Joh fink. 
(Ed-T�ree of IJ aacesttrs appear •• t�ls list) 
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NECROLOGIST'S REPORT 1989 

BIRTHS 
Emily Sue Robinson b 7/7/1989 d/o Patrick & Sue Robson, gran­

daughter of Robert & Ann Wright & great grandaughter of 
Isaac & Nellie Robinson 

Daniel Wertz Shupe III b 7/1 5/198 8 Silverdale WA, s/o Daniel 
& Pamela Shupe, 1st great grandaughter of Lorraine Brown 
Mellinger Neikirk of Frostburg MD (IV Daniel Overholser 
line) 

MARRIAGES 
Linda Sue Histand of Perkasie PA & Dale Eugene Mack of Sch­

wenksville PA on 5/6/1989 

DEATHS 
Margaret Goshen Beu died 7/4/1988 North Cape May NJ. d/o Wil­

" 
Ham Goshen (IV Daniel Overholser line) 

Anna Schrack Ebert 1902-3/1989 (IV Christian & Susanna Ober­
holser line) 

Ruth LaBarre Beloof 9/20/1922-7/27/1989 Berkeley CA gr gr 
grandaughter of IV Christian & Susanna Oberholser) 

Dr Milton D Overholser (no dates available) 
Warren E Overhuls died 12/2/1988 Lakewood CA, husband of Ev­

elyn Overhuls, s/o Thomas Virgil & Sallie Dillon Overhuls. 
Rev John H Mosemann 8/6/1907-2/25/1989 Goshen IN, husband of 

Ruth Landis Mosemann, d/o Samuel & Susie Overholt Landis 
J Shober Barr 5/19/1898-1 1/8/1989 Lancaster PA. He leaves his 

wife Irene, 3 children, 9 grandchildren & 9 gr grandchil-
dren. He was athletic director at Franklin & Marshall Col­
lege and served the college in many other post tions until 
his retirement in 1963. His obituary said that he would be 
remembered for his sincerity, his integrity, his good 
rapport with co-workers, alumni and students, and his love 
and loyalty to his alma mater. He was the s/o Christian & 
Lulu Shober Barr, grandson of Dr John L & Caroline Watts 
Shober & gr grandson of IV Elizabeth Overholser Watts 

We all wish to thank Robert M Oberholser for the great 
Job he did as Necrologist for many years. We are indebted to 
hi• for the time he bas spent helping the Association and, 
llost important, for his booklet on THE SALISBURY TOWNSHIP 
OBERHOLSERS, the family of IV Christian and Susanna Kurtz 
Oberholser. Thank you so much, Robert! 

Our new necrologist, John Weiler, asks that when you 
send in a birth, marriage or death that you include the line 
of descent, if known, and in case of deaths that the birth 
date also be included, as well as place of death. 
(John is related to 1727 Samuel Oberholtzer through his 
father and 1732 Jacob Oberholtzer through his mother) 

In Nove•ber there was a mtni series on television called 
Cross of Fire which was the story of D C Stephenson, the Ku 
Klux Klan Grand Dragon, who was convicted in 1925 in the 
death of Madge Oberholtzer of Indianapolis IN. Mention has 
been made in previous issues reporting that Madge was fro• 
Loomis' Jacob Oberholtzer. 
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SOLVI NG A PUZZLE 

In September, a letter came from Arlene Mart in of Misha­
waka IN asking f or help in f inding the family of Elias Ober­
holtzer b 18 32 OH who mar Sarah Getz. She beli eved that the 
parents of Elias were Abraham & Mary Landis Oberholtzer. I 
replied that I couldn ' t  f i nd the family in my f i les but would 
k eep looking . Several weeks later I found Abraham & Mary i n  
the fami ly records of Jacob Oberholtzer 1767 (sa i d  t o  be born 
i n  Bucks Co PA)-18 47 Ashland Co OH. I checked the 1860 census 
and found Mary living with her children, Hannah ,  Jesse, Joel 
and Mary i n  Mahoni ng Co OH but I couldn't f i nd her in the 
1850 census there. I had found a Betsy Overholts living with 
Jacob Land i es-in 1850.( notes had sai d  that Mary was probably 
the dlo Jacob & Barbara Land is )  and I decided to check the 
census again . Jacob Landies had living with h i m  Polly ( Mary ) 
Landi es, Eli (El ias ) Landies, Jesse Landies, Betsy Overholts 
and Mary Overholts . I suddenly reali zed that the census taker 
had made a mistake . Polly, Eli and Jesse were not Land i es' , 
they were Overholts! Family notes had said that Abraham Ober­
holtzer had disappeared but now this shows that he di ed be­
fore 1850. For some strange reason, I deci ded to check the 
1850 census for Abraham's brother Jonathan and when I found 
him, it sai d  he was born in Lehigh Co PA. Nearly all the cen­
sus records only showed the state and it was very rare to 
have the county given. I knew that Lehi gh Co wasn't formed 
until after Jonathan was born so I looked at the grantor rec­
ords for Northampton Co that had been the parent county of 
Lehigh . There I found a Jacob Oberholtzer selling his land in 
1804 that he had bought in 1797 from George & Esther Bachman . 
Family traditi on had said that Jacob's first wife was Cather­
ine Baughman and now i n  chec k i ng the will of George Bachman, 
be ment ions daughter Catari na, the wife of Jacob Oberholtzer. 
OFA member Wilmer Swope of Leetonia OH had been look i ng for 
47 years for the parents of Catherine Bau�hman and now he had 
not only the parents of Catarina Bachman, but the grand­
parents as well. Also interesting is the fact that George 
Bachman marri ed Esther Oberholtzer d/o Jacob and Barbara who 
came from the Marcus Oberholtzer line .  The research ri ght now 
is at a standsti ll because we are trying to f ind the parents 
of Jacob Oberholtzer around the Northampton-Bucks Co area . 
Jacob married his second wife, Elizabeth Melli nger and they 
had 14 chi ldren to add to the 7 from his 1st wife. OFA mem­
ber Mrs Guy Mellinger of F indlay OH has spent years on this 
family and she was deli ghted to hear about the Bachman find .  

M�I�? 
If you are moving, would you please send us your new 

address. After every issue is sent out, w e  have BULLETINS re­
turned by the postoffice because of new addresses. The OFA 
has to pay the postoffice for the returned BULLETINS which 
means that we pay the original postage plus the return.

· 



TREASURER'S REPORT 8/2./191t 
Balaace 8/26/1988 

RECEIPTS 
Retalon Coatribttloas A Note Pads 
Contrlbatloas 8/27/88-8/%5/89 
Estl1ated Interest 
Loan lroa Barbara Ford 

Total Receipts 
Baluce 

EXPENSES 
Fire Hall Rental 
Barbara Ford, lise. Exp. 
Priatiag Balletia, Postage l lise. 

np. to Ji ... le�n 
· 

SnsUne FoandaHoa-letorhl to 
larJorle Carroll 

Baat Service c•arges (est.) 
Prlntiag of Net c•ects 
Pa}lent of Loaa to Barbara Ford 

Total Expenses 
Balance 

Ut5.00 
544.to 
14.%1 

.tH.:.ll 

$25.00 
20.10 

S49.H 

%5. to 
10.00 

9.15 

.l9.LH 
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U%9.H 

Sllt.ll 
$982.15 

ruL.ll 
$243.41 

Treasary lalaace 8/%8/Bt $317.10 
RespectfallJ stblitted, 

Rlc•ard I Stevens Sr, Treasarer as of 7/14/lt 

SOlE OF PRESIDENTS BUSH'S AMC!STORS 

Becatse •Is aacestors ca1e to A1erlca Ia t•e 1120's, Presl­
deat B•s•'s fatilJ tree •as 1111 •r••c•es, accordiag to gen­
ealogist GarJ BoJd Roberts, director of pt.licatioas lor t•e 
Net Englaad Historic Genealogical SocietJ. Along •ts rela­
tiYes are Abra•a• Lincoln (a Tt• cotsla fotr lites reaoYed), 
larilJI lotroe (a tt• coasin twice reaoved), linstoa c•arc•­
•tll (an at• cotsla once reaoved), aad Beaedlct Araold (a 
4t• co•sin T lites reatved). B•s• is eYea related to lice 
Presldeat QaaJle (a tot• coasin oace retoYed), and t•eJ are 
bot• related to Ada1 aad Eve! 

Spetcer 0Yer•olser sett t•e e•lter a letter t•at, as 
president tf t•e Assoclatiot, •e taile• to te••ers a•••t t•e 
Reaalon 11 1111. It tas t•e first tlte t•at a Pot Lack (Coy­
ered Dis•) laac• yas serYed. Up to t•at lite, eYerJ••e 
•roac•t t•etr 011 lane •. He said It took •t• 5 }ears te cet 
1p t•e coarace to 11ke t•e c•a�ce. le are grateftl te •1• 
t•at •e did t•ls·et•ertlse, te woalda't be etJtJitC t•e •e­
llciets lttc• we 111 •ave at t•e lettltns. 

OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

Otr deep tbaats to t�ese tetbers 1�0 �aYe contributed 
to t•e Association since t�e last listing and tbose 1�0 were 
ut added Ia He last BULLETIN. Let IS aot forget t•ose th 
contributed at t�e Retnlon, ••o 11st reaaia aaonJtoas. Yo1r 
sapport Is creatlJ appreciated. 
Chrlne Aitken 

Btntlngtoa Beack CA 
1/1 llltoa Blandiag 

Stanton II 
leln Boceaer 

St Chrles 10 
Claad l Eleaaor Bray 

hll Shals Aft 
Skell J Chpaan 

lahta 10 
1/1 fred Coot 

Grosse Pointe ltods II 
Retta I C1nnlackaa 

CaDJOR Tl 
1/1 Paul [ Den 

Leesbuc FL · 

larJ Allee FarnJJort• 
Ueatlul IY 

Sle 0 Field 
Zlotnllle 08 

larJtrie 0 Fn 
San Ant011o TX 

Dorot•J Garrison 
lercer lslaad lA 

1/1 lllliat H Gos•e• 
lllhllle NJ 

Claire J Hut 
Ubuqaer•u Nl 

Edit• E H1rlbart 
c•tcaco IL 

DaYe l NaDCJ le•e• 
Cup Hill PA 

Chr les E Ions 
hon OR 

BettJ Lu 
Slhertn OR 

Irs Ylrglnla I Lewis 
Grosse lie II 

Irs Iarrea T Little 
llcklllle OH 

Robert L lcllnleJ 
Pleasant Bill TN 

C DorotbJ lcLean 
feastenllle PA 

Arlne lart II 
llshnka IN 

Benrly lolstad 
Illes CltJ IT 

B1ell a c•ristine Ober.olser 
Sao L1ls Obispo CA 

Jo•• L Ober••lser 
Manon PA 

Jo•a a Est.er Ober.oltzer 
Betblekea PA 

lllllaa l Belen Ober•oltzer 
Betkle•ea PA 

Joel 0Yerhlser 
ftrt Beattn IT 

DaYid A BetlJ Jaae 0Yer•olt 
Santa Fe Jl 

larcaret L 0Yerbolt 
DoJleston PA 

laarlce 0Yer•olt 
llddleton PA 

llldred PoleJ 
Sndertn PA 

RtH Rbluhrt 
PaIn en I lie OH 

1/1 Robert I Robson 
Abeleae IS 

Helea Shnk 
Dner OH 

SandJ Speace 
T•ousaad Oats CA 

Spncer Tinter 
Btnohlu II 

Robert Ware Jr 
lebile AL 
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MINUTES OF THE 1989 REUNION 

The Overholser Family Association held its 80t h  reunion 
on Sat urday, August 26, 1989 at t he Terre Hill Fire Hall in 
Lancast er Co PA. Also celebrating t heir 80t h  birthdays in 
1989 were t wo long t ime members, John Overholt of Kilmarnock 
VA and Gertrude Haines of Freehold NJ. 

People regist ered, got acquainted wit h newcomers, t hen 
partook of a delicious luncheon buffet provided by t hose 
present. A tray of. sweet, Juicy cant aloupe slices, grown in 
t he region, was a new item on t he menu. Naomi Pletcher of New 
Holland and her sist er, Elizabet h Kurt z of Terre Hill, were 
in charge of serving t he lunch. The reunion photograph was 
t aken out doors by Dan Pat t 1grew. 

At 1:_30 PM President Mildred Pett igrew announced t he 
p�ogram would begin. It would be "somewhat " like a Mennonit e 
meeting 80 years ago. Everyone stood up, recit ed t he Pledge 
of Allegiance to t he American Flag, and sang "America". Aft er 
a scripture reading, a hymn "Faith of our Fat hers", a prayer, 
an offering (did Mennonit es t ake an offering?) and a benedic­
t ion, t he group sang our "Overholser Reunion Song" wit h t aped 
music supplied by Dan Pet t igrew. Rut h Overholser led all t he 
music and Chapla.in Rev John Weiler offered t he prayers. 

The President presented a rose t o  Chuck and Sally Car­
roll in memory of t heir mother, MarJorie. Chuck said t he fam­
ily had complied wit h his mot her's request -a party instead of 
a funeral. Marjorie's grandson, age 3, qualified for t he 
"youngest-prize" at t he 1989 Reunion but could not accept 
"chocolat e" candy. At 4:00 an 8 year old boy asked t he Presi­
dent, "Can I have my brot her's chocolat e candy?" 

These candy prizes were in pot holder gloves bought t his 
year in Germany. Ot her recipient s were Robert M Oberholser 
born 5/1/1892, John Overholt and Gertrude Haines born in 1909 
and Helen Bogener, who came from St Charles MO in a pickup 
t ruck. You folks who spoke Penna. Dutch come prepared next 
year so we can choose a contest winner. 

The business meet ing began with introductions of people 
at t he head table. First t he honored guests: Robert Oberhol­
ser, Est a Herr, John Overholt and Spencer Overholser, Presi­
dent of OFA for 30 years-a t erm of devot ed and excellent 
leadership NEVER equaled. Will Overholtzer from California, 
t he first Vice President, spoke of his ext ensive research and 
his close t ies wit h t he Associat ion. Secret ary Ellen Livin­
good was absent . Her report of t he 1988 meeting was printed 
in t he BULLETIN. Jim Kehew was Secretary Pro Tem. 

Because of Marjorie Carroll's death, a new t reasurer had 
been appoint ed, Richard Stevens. He read his report, which is 
published in t his BULLETIN, edit ed by Barbara Ford, also t he 
Assn. genealogist. Rev John Weiler had accept ed t he role of 
necrologist and gave his report . After long years of faithful 
service, Robert M Oberholser had resigned as necrologist. 

All members present int roduced t hemselves, t hen vot ed to 
hold next year's reunion on t he fourth Saturday, August 25, 
1990 in t he Terre Hill Fire Hall. Paul Plet cher will post t he 

Continued page 8 



OFFICIAL 1�89 REUNION PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY DA� PETT!GREW 

1st row (1 to r): Joe Carroll, David Carroll, Greg Overholser 

2nd ro·�: Rev John Wei le;-, Robert 1'4 Oberhol ser, s�er;cer Over­

holser, Mildred Pettigrew, Will Overholtzer, Jim Kehew, P.ich­

ard Stevens, Barbara Ford, Es�a Herr 

3rd I.Q!!l. Edith Boll, Helen Overholser, Gertrude Haines, RuU1 

Overholser, Marian Richmond, John Overholt, Peg Overholt, 

Margaret Ove•holt, Jean Stevens, Elizabeth Kurtz, Martha 

Ober�oltzu, Sua Harting, Paul Pletcher 

1i.h. row: Mel Brinton, Jc>,n Boll, Robert Overt,olser, James 

Overh·:dser, Barbara Bernhardt, L«urer:.:e Richm(•nd, S.itr.'Je! 

Skiles, Marian Livingood, Carolyn IJv er ho l t , Eie�nor Weiler, 

Anna Oberhcdtzer, Naomi Pletcher, George Harting 

5th rr • .., :  Sally Carr;:dl, Pat Carro!!, Chuck CarroL, Rc•n Ober­

hd tzer, Ernest Weinhold, Jerold Stahly, Fran�· Livingood, 

Robert Oved,olt, Nancy Neff, Sarah Ann Stauffer, Helen Buge ­

ner, Bill Oberholtzer, Heien O��rhol tzer 

,..) 



President 

lst Vice Presi den t  

2nd Vice President 

Recording Secretary 

Treasurer 

Honorary President 
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OFFICERS 

1VIildre d Pettigrew, 816 N Evans St. 
Pottstown PA 16464 
Willard E Overholtzer, 2440 El Pave Way 
Rancho Cordova CA 95670 
Chuck Carroll, 322 Edge Hill Rd, 
North Hills PA 1903.$ 
Ellen Livingood, 1077 Sto neham Circle 
Hatfield PA 19440 
Richard Stevens, 224 Swarthmore Dr. 
Lititz PA 17543 
Spencer Overholser, 58 Downing Diive 
\','yomissing PA 19610 
Esta Buch Herr, Lititz PA Honorary Vi ce Pres. 

Chaplai n, 
Necrologist 

Rev John R Weiler, 1825 Center St. #A-105 
Bethlehem PA 18017 

Edito r, Genealogist B�rbara B F�r9, 313 Henry Lane 
Wallingford 'PA 19086 

Continued from page 6 

i51gn:5 in 'fer•re Hill to lead you to the Fire Htt.ll. 
The President adJourned the meeting wlth "Drive carefully 

and come again next year." 

P.S 1990 Reunion theme 
-OKTOBER FEST 

Respectfully submitted 
Jim Kehew 
Mildred Pettigrew 

What do Germans do---they sing, dance & drink beer 

Will Overholtzer, our 1st vice president, sent a book to add 
to the Association records which we were glad to receive. It 
is "The Indomitable Mr 0", the story of J Irvin Overholtzer, 
Founder of the Child. E.v.ang�Usm Fellow ship and the grand­
father of Will. 

hr�ol.ur .Jiamtlg Aseortattnu 
413 Appletree Road 

Camp Hill, Pa. 17011 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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