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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 77th ANNUAL REUNION
Thirty years, a long time? Per- Date: Saturday, August 23, 1986

haps to some people, but to me these
thirty years since I was elected Pres-—
ident in August 1956 during the annual

Place: Terre Hill Fire Hall,
Terre Hill, PA (see map)

reunion at St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Registration begins at 10:30.
Washington, D.G. have passed by rapid- Covered-dish luncheon at noon.
ly. There is no way that I could re- Details below.

count many of the important occurrences

during these thirty years; some of you REUNION TIME AGAIN!

who have been on the mailing list

these years have seen our association
grow, both in numbers and as a geneal-
ogical source. I believe it was with
the advent of our BULLETIN that we have
been able to provide good genealogical
services for our members.

August means one thing to all good
Oberholtzers/Overholsers -- time to get
together with kinfolk and fellowship
one with another. This will be the
76th Annual Reunion of the Association,
a record to be proud of.

These have been enjoyable years for
me, but frustrating in some respects.
Frustrating for the most part because
I have not had time to do the research
which I would like to do; the necessary
correspondence for the association has
prevented this.

Plan to get to Terre Hill around
10:30 on Saturday, Aug. 23rd, to regis-
ter and greet old and new friends. At
noon will be the usual mouth-watering
covered-dish luncheon. Bring a hot or
cold dish for the groaning smorgasbord
table, and your own drink and table-

Now as I retire from the presidency ware. After lunch, President Spencer
I want to give my best wishes to the Overholser will preside over introduc-
new administration. With the BULLETIN tion of members and guests, followed by
in the hands of Jim Kehew as a very socializing and group singing and the
capable editor, I'm confident that our annual group photo taken by Dan Petti-
association will gain in stature as an grew.
association which promotes both socia- (Cont. on page 3)

bility and genealogy.

So it is not a farewell that I give
you, but a "move over for the next
president". May this association grow
in numbers and in genealogical interest
for the sake of not only ourselves but
for future generations.

J. SPENCER OVERHOLSER

Middle age is when your clLothes no Longer
g4t and {t's you who needs the alterations.

(See specific directions on p. 3)
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THANK YOU, GENE!

As mentioned in the last BULLETIN,
Eugene Singer, a member in Palm Springs,
Calif., is now furnishing the mailing
labels for the newsletter. He has enter-
ed the Association membership list in
his computer and runs off the labels in
zip code sequence, which is how we have
to bundle and mail them under bulk mail-
ing regulations. All this at no cost
to the Association!

EUROPEAN TOUR CANCELLED

It was with much regret that Leo and
Phyllis Wastler of Wastler Escorted
Travel of Mechanicsburg, Pa. had to can-
cel the tour of Overholser Family Assn.
members and friends that was to go to
Europe June 14-27, culminating in a
visit to the village of Oberholz in
Switzerland, the home of our member
Rosy Oberholzer. Only 10 reservations
were received, not enough to make the
tour economically feasible.

Your Editor worked closely with the
Wastlers in promoting the tour and had
the opportunity to observe the tremen-
dous care and expense they went to to
make the tour unforgettable. Their ex-
tensive and meticulous planning went
far beyond what a typical travel agency
does, even to the extent of furnishing
names and addresses of Oberholtzers in
the vicinity of Oberholz to tour parti-
cipants to correspond with in advance
and then meet at a banquet while there.
We can only hope that such a tour may
materialize at some future time, per-
haps in conjunction with a related fam-
ily group. Our thanks go to the Wast-
lers for their superhuman effort in
planning and promoting the tour.

Meanwhile we have heard of two sim-
ilar tours held this summer. One was a

family group of Overholts from the area
of Doylestown, Bucks County, Pa. who
were to visit Switzerland and Oberholz
in the latter part of June. The other
was led by Delbert Gratz, librarian at
Bluffton College in Ohio (a Mennonite
institution), who has taken 15 groups
to Germany in the past. This was a 3-
week journey leaving from Toledo and
also visiting Oberholz. Among the group
of 30-some was J. J. (Hannes) Oberholz-
er, our member who is Director of South
Africa's National Museum, as well as
John and Peg Overholt of Kilmarnmock, Va.
who were combining the tour with a vis-
it with their daughter, Regina, who is
a civilian computer programmer with the
U.S. Army in Zweibrucken, Germany. We
trust both trips were a success.

1§ you steal from one author, At's
plagiarnism; Lf you Ateal from many At's
nesearnch. -- Wikson Miznen




REUNION (cont) ==

A short business meeting will fol-
low, including minutes of last year's
get-together by Secretary Ellen Livin-
good, Treasurer's Report by Marjorie
Carroll, Necrologist's Report by Robert
M. Oberholser, a report of the Task
Force, followed by nomination and elec-
tion of officers, highlighted this year
by the retirement of President Spencer
who has been our leader for 30 years
and who, along with his wife Ruth, has
been the dynamic force that has kept
the Association going. Ruth will then
lead us in the singing of the Reunion
Song just before adjournment.

Come and join in paying tribute to
Spencer- upon his retirement from active
duty.

Genealogical Query

CHRISTIAN OVERHOLT -- A CHRISTIAN OVERHOLT received a
warrant for 100 acres of land in Milford Twp., Bucks
Co., Pa. on 30 Jan 1739 which had been surveyed on 27
Nov 1738. 1In 1850 he sold this land to one John
Frick who obtained a patent for it. I have never been
able to identify Christian. An entry in the Pa. Ar-
chives concerning 2,000 acres belonging to Joseph
Growdon which is near this survey states that on Dec.
11, 1719 "Martin Overholts, with some Palatines de-
sires to purchase about 50 acres there' may have some
connection with Christian. KEN HOTTLE, Box 714,
Allentown, PA 18105.

Genealogical Query

ANNA OBERHOLTZER -- HANS HEINRICH MARTIN, b. 1701 in
Switzerland and came to America with his wife ANNA
OBERHOLTZER on Sept 21, 1731. They settled in Earl
(now East Earl) Twp., Lancaster County, Pa. Anna was
born ca. 1699. They were Mennonites and had 8 chil-
dren. Seeking any information on Anna. TREVA S.
LAWYER, 502 Briar Lane, Chambersburg, PA 17201.

THANK YOU!

Our thanks to these members who have
made a contribution in support of the
Association:

CLYDE & JACQUELINE BRUM- Okla. City, OK
FIELD

MARY ALICE FARNSWORTH

DONALD FASSNACHT

BONNIE FERGUSSON

ROBT/JOANNE HARGES

KEN HOTTLE

Wheatland,Wyo.
Metairie, La.
Falls Church,VA
Redmond, Ore.
Allentown, Pa.

CURTIS/TREVA LAWYER Chambersbg ,Pa.
WARREN/IRENE LITTLE Wickliffe, OH
KATHERN MAINE Millersville,PA

GRACE MILLER
HENRY/MAXINE OBER-
HOLTZER
DWIGHT OVERHOLSER
JOEL OVERHOLSER
RENEE OVERHOLSER
THERESA OVERHOLSER
GEO./URSULA OVERHOLT
ANNE/ROBERT ROBSON
VIVIAN SHEPARD
EUGENE SINGER
RUTH WONSIDLER
JESSIE YIGIT

Richfield, OH
Summitville, IN

N.Manchester,IN
Ft.Benton, Mont
Mamaroneck, NY
Granville, OH
New Canaan, CT
Abilene, Kans.
Baltimore, MD
Palm Spr.,Cal.
Lansdale, Pa.
Brookfield, WI

Genealogical Query

OBERHOLTZER -- Two burials at the Saucon Mennonite
Meetinghouse cemetery near Coopersburg, Lehigh Co.,
Pa.: GEORGE OBERHOLT born or died (there are 2 ver-
sions) 27 Aug 1801, age 3y, 3m. WILLIAM H. OBER-
HOLTZER b. 8 Feb 1806, d. 25 July 1893. (He was a
brother to JOHN H. OBERHOLTZER of the Mennonite
Schism of 1847 fame.) My presumption is that George,
William H., and John H. above, are children of ABRAHAM
(1775-1855) and SUSANNA (HUNSBERGER) OBERHOLTZER and
am seeking evidence to support this assumption. KEN
HOTTLE, Box 714, Allentown, PA 18105.

HOW TO GET TO THE REUNION

Terre Hill is a town of 1,200 located in the Pennsylvania Dutch country of Lancaster

County, midway between Lancaster and Reading.

with plenty of parking at the rear.

From Lancaster:
From Reading: 15 mi SW via Rtes 222, 897
From Gap on Rte 30: 15 mi N via Rte 897

From Exit 21 (Reading), Pa. Turnpike:

Closest motels:
New Holland:
(6 miles)

Ephrata:
(8 miles)

The Fire Hall is on the main street,

15 mi NE via Rtes 222, 23, 897

5 mi S via Rte 897

Country Squire Motor Inn, Rte 23 (504 E. Main), $38 dbl, 717/354-4166
Hollander Motel, Rte 23 (320 E. Main), $33-37 dbl, 717/354-4377

Dutchmaid Motel, Rte 272, $30-34 dbl, 717/733-1720

Many motels and restaurants in Lancaster and Reading.




THE "OTHER LINES"

As regular readers of the BULLETIN know, a little over half of our 400+ members
trace their ancestry to Immigrant Samuel Oberholtzer who arrived in America in 1727.
In the past few years, more and more members who are descended from other Oberholtzer/
Overholser ancestors have been joining the Association. We thought it was time to rec-
ognize these other groups -- and asked those researching these families to introduce

us to them. -- Editor

1. Samuel Overholtzer, the ancestor
of Helen Overholser Turn (Mrs. Wayne)
of San Angelo, Tex., is believed to
have come to this country with his
father, Jacob Oberholtzer (1704-1755),
in 1732 at the age of 3 on the ship
Samuel. He married Maria Eva Haus-
wirth in 1765 in Lancaster County and

.moved to Virginia where he raised a
family of 5 daughters and 3 sons. Peter
stayed in Virginia but his children

2. Another branch of the same fam-
ily is one that has been researched by
Grace Overholtzer Milligan (Mrs. L. C.)
of Kansas City, Mo. It is descended
from the same Jacob Oberholtzer who
came to America in 1732 on the ship
Samuel, bringing with him his 3-year-old
son Samuel, and daughter Elizabeth,
age 6. Jacob remarried in America and
the subject of Mrs. Milligan's research
is a son of this union, Christian (1741-
1819), half-brother of Samuel.

Christian married Christina Mussel-
man and they spent their lives in
Adams County, Pa. where they are bur-
ied in the Carrollsburg Cemetery. The
Adams County Historical Society re-
ports there are headstones pertaining
to 40 Overholtzers in that county's
cemeteries.

moved to Ohio, Samuel and Jacob moved
to Tennessee.

In 1981, Mrs. Turn published the
results of her research in the book,
SAMUEL OBERHOLTZER OF VIRGINIA AND SOME
OF HIS DESCENDANTS (Centex Press, Bel-
ton, Tex., 365 pp.). She is still try-
ing to fill the gaps in her family's
history. Her address is 2310 Rio
Grande, San Angelo, Tex. 76901.

Mrs. Milligan estimates there are
probably 7 branches of the family with
several thousand descendants scattered
over the United States. Some of them
hold a reunion every August in Tingley,
Decatur County, Iowa. It was started
in 1925 by John E. Overholtzer with 150-
200 attending in the early years. Asso-
ciation member John F. Oberholtzer of
Tingley serves as a contact with the
group. He and his wife have visited
Rosy Oberholzer in Oberholz, Switzer-
land.

The result of Mrs. Milligan's years
of research is a manuscript now at the
publisher's entitled CHRISTIAN.OVERHOLTZ-
ER AND HIS FATHER JACOB. It will be
around 400 pages, hard cover, cross-in-
dexed, and available in August. For
copies, write to Mrs. Milligan at 7511
Oak St., Kansas City, Mo. 64114.

3. The Fredericksburg, Pa. Ober-
holtzer Association -- Our first known
ancestor was Martin Oberholtzer (1733-
1815) who married Anna Frantz (d. 1800)
~- both buried in the Grove Mill Cem-
etery near Fredericksburg, Lebanon
County, as well as many of their de-
scendants. The Association has just
finished restoring this cemetery and is
now trying to locate the descendants of
the other surnames buried there: Meyer,
Grove, Meily, Strohm, Young, Krieser,
Miller, and Gibble.

Other than his will, not much is
known about Martin's parentage or early
life in Pennsylvania. Speculation sug-
gests his father's name may have been
Jacob. At the time of his death, how-
ever, he was quite wealthy, owning a
substantial amount of land.

Martin aﬁd Anna had 5 children:
Christian (1766-1834) m. Christina
Funck, Maria/Mary (1769-1806) m. John

(Cont. on next page)




Meyer, Jacob, Barbara (1776-1854) m.
John Meily, and Anna.

Today his direct descendants number
570. A record of their full names, date
and place of birth, death, marriage and
likewise for their spouse and children
has been compiled through 9 generations
to the present, including the current
mailing addresses of those living. Cop-
ies of this 170-page record will be
available to order by Sept. 15 for $15.

The Association is non-profit and
operates solely on the voluntary contri-
butions of its members. A reunion is
held annually the third Saturday of Sep-
tember, at the fire hall in Fredericks-
burg, located on Rte. I-78 north of
Lebanon. Family members are located
and have attended from California, Ten-
nessee, Florida, Maryland, New York,
Wisconsin, and Idaho as well as the Leb-
anon and Fredericksburg areas.

The Association publishes a news-
letter annually in July. Of interest
to many is a brief 3-page pedigree of
Martin's descendants for easy compari-
son of the different lines for $1.00
(included free with each book order).

To order any of the above material
or for further information contact
Luanne Loeffler Hanks, 803 East First,
Glenns Ferry, Idaho 83623.

We are grateful to the O.F.A. for
this opportunity to join with others
in this united effort to try to link
our lines together. Our Association
was so pleased to have Spencer and Ruth
Overholser and Jim Kehew attend our Re-
union last fall and commend them for
their tireless efforts and example in
genealogical research.

LUANNE HANKS

4. The Overholt Group This line de-
scends from a Marcus Oberholtzer (1664-
1725) who arrived in America in 1710 on
the ship Mary Hope and settled in Ken-
ilworth, Coventry Township, Chester
County, Pa. One of the line's most ac-
tive researchers, John L. Overholt of
Kilmarnock, Va., is on a combination re-
search/vacation trip to Europe this
summer during which he hopes to discover
where Marcus came from. By the fourth
generation, the name had been shortened
to Overholt. John estimates there are
about a dozen branches of the family.
Twenty-nine members of the Association
are in the Overholt line.

Marcus and his wife Elizabeth had
5 sons and 2 daughters. The lineage of
the fourth son, Martin Oberholtzer (1709-
1744) and his wife, Agnes Kolb (1713-
1786) is outlined in detail in the 350-
page hard-cover book, OBERHOLTZER AND
NASH FAMILY HISTORIES by Rev. A. J.
Fretz, originally published in 1903 and
reprinted last year by the Westmoreland-
Fayette Historical Society whose head-
quarters are at the Overholt homestead
and distillery in western Pennsylvania.
It is available from the Society, West
Overton, Scottdale, PA 15683 for $20.00
plus $2.00 postage and handling. A 40-

page article by John Overholt to be pub-
lished in a forthcoming issue of PENN-
SYLVANIA MENNONITE HERITAGE will elab-
orate on the descendants of Marcus Ober-
holtzer.

A sizable number of Overholts, being
staunch Loyalists at the time of the
American Revolution, fled to and settled
in Canada. An Overholt graveyard of
245 graves was torn up by heavy agricul-
tural machinery about 1950 and an Over-
holt ghost is supposed to haunt a 22-
room house near Fonthill, Ont. near Ni-
agara Falls.

A group of southwestern Michigan
Overholts hold a reunion every August
near Grand Rapids and there is talk of
starting one at the distillery/museum
at Scottdale, the original site of the
manufacture of 0ld Overholt Rye Whiskey.

Among the most active Overholt re-
searchers besides John Overholt are
Milton Blanding of Stanton, Mich., Bar-
bara Ford of Wallingford, Pa., and
Eugene Singer of Palm Springs, Calif.

If readers know of other lines of
Oberholtzers, the Editor would be most
happy to hear about them for a future
issue of the BULLETIN.




MEMORIES OF ANOTHER
OBERHOLTZER REUNION

The 88th Reunion of the Oberholtzer
families who migrated to Indiana was
held on Sunday, Aug. 18, 1985 at the
Spencerville, Ind. home of Max and
Dorothy Markle.

Weather improved after the meal and
chairs were placed under the trees
where a short business meeting was
held. A paper on the beginnings of
the Reunion which had been prepared
for the 50th Reunion in 1947 was read.
My recollections go back to 1912 and
come partly from asking my grandmother
many questions. ’

When my grandfather, William Ober-
holtzer, and his wife Tillie (Matilda)
came west they settled in Springfield
Twp. of Allen County in the northeast-
ern part of Indiana. One of the first
things Grandfather did was help the
other men organize a Lutheran church.
They met for a while in a barn until
they were able to build a white frame
church building which I remember well
because I attended as a small child.

In 1896 they invited all the rel-
atives who lived close enough to bring
a basket of food and come to Grand-
father's for the day just to visit.
They had such a good time they made
plans to meet again each year and try
to get others to come. From that be-
ginning it has continued each year.
The original reunion was held on Sat-
urday but during World War II the
change to Sunday was made so that men
working in factories could attend.

It quickly grew as most had large
families and for many this was the
only time they would see each other.
Grandfather died soon after and it was
carried on by my grandmother with the
help of others. Generally we met in
her yard and tables were set up be-
tween two rows of trees which stretch-
ed out to the road. Children sat on
the ground on horse blankets which
sounds like fun except that the trees

were cedars and pine.

400 ATTEND OBERHOLTZER REUNION

A reunion of descendants of III
Samuel/IV Samuel Oberholtzer was held
June 15 at Daniel Shirk's farm near
Newmanstown, Lebanon County, Pa. with
around 400 in attendance. They are
members & the 0ld Order (Horning) Men-
nonite Church (Weaverland Conference),
and many are from the Lebanon/Lancast-
er/Berks County area. Others from
Mennonite settlements in Missouri and
New York were also present. A family-
style dinner was served and there was
singing, volleyball, swimming and
quoits. A daughter of the Shirks was
married the day before the Reunion.

A history of this branch of the family
is contained in the book, OBERHOLTZER

FAMILY HISTORY, 1802-1968, compiled by
Levi and Lizzie Oberholtzer of Gorin,

Missouri.

MICHIGAN OVERHOLTS GET TOGETHER

A group of around 50 Overholt fam-
ily members are holding a Reunion on
Sunday, Aug. 10, at Rex and Marilyn
Overholt Willson's farm outside Middle-

ville, Mich. They are mostly descend-
ants of Rufus and Jacob Overholt.

It wasn't long until each woman
was known for her special dishes. My
mother was known for her hot buttered
corn cut off the cob from freshly pick-
ed sweet corn. There were always large
sliced tomatoes in her basket too and
this was a treat for those who lived
in towns. How I remember a Hattie
Oberholtzer who came with freshly
baked blueberry or huckleberry pies
and a big freezer or two of ice cream.

As the years passed the children
and their children moved away until
only a few descendants live in the area
today. My husband and I were not the
oldest to attend but almost, and we
did drive up from Florida. There were
only four of us in the oldest genera-
tion of living descendants of the
founders.

Kathryn Dean
Leesburg, Fla.




TOURETTE SYNDROME AND MENNONITES

Recently we heard from member Mrs.
David Overholt Stevens of Houston, Tex.
about the disorder Tourette Syndrome
(TS) which affects one of her children.
She enclosed an account of research
into the causes of TS at the Univ. of
Rochester (N.Y.) Medical Center by Dr.
Roger Kurlan and Jill Behr, R.N., with
whom she had corresponded. Since TS
is not well known and may have impli-
cations for some of our members, we
have adapted the account here.--Editor

Tourette Syndrome is a neurolog-
ical disorder whose symptoms first oc-
cur in children usually before age 7.
It masuerades as a nervous twitch, a
learning disability, or an extremely
short attention span. TS children are
labeled as problem children -- but
they are not mentally unbalanced, not
retarded, and not acting out psychol-
ogical problems. There are estimated
to be as many as 3% million TS suffer-
ers -- both diagnosed and undiagnosed
-— in the U.S. Boys are 7 times more
likely to develop it than girls. It is
currently believed to be the result of
a mild chemical imbalance in the brain
and appears to be hereditary in many
cases.

The symptoms may range from very

mild tics (involuntary muscle '"twitches'")

to more severe motor, vocal and behav-
ioral symptoms. The most common motor
symptoms include rapid eye blinking,
shoulder shrugging, facial twitches,

head, arm or leg jerking. These are of-

ten mistaken for '"'mervous habits",

which worsen under stress and which

may also disappear for brief periods of
time. Vocal symptoms often accompany
the motor tics and most often take the
form of involuntary grunting, sniffling,
and throat clearing. Stuttering, re-
petitive or uneven speech rhythms are
also seen. In more severe cases, there
may be loud outbursts of sounds or words
(sometimes obscene words). Behavioral
symptoms may include hyperaé?I;I?§:_Ia;
pulsiveness, imitating gestures and
movements of others, or obsessive-com-
pulsive behavior. A person's intelli-
gence is not affected by TS.

TS has often been misdiagnosed be-
cause of unfamiliarity by health pro-

fessionals. It is possible for a per-
son with TS to suppress or hold back
symptoms. While it may pose only a
minor nuisance to some persons, others
are more significantly bothered by it.
Misdiagnosis can lead to social rejec-
tion by peers, teachers, undeserved
punishment by family and the develop-
ment of poor self-esteem. There are a
variety of medications which can be
helpful in controlling the symptoms;
however, their effectiveness can vary
widely from one person to another.

A few years ago Dr. Kurlan and his
staff became aware of a very large Can-
adian Mennonite family in which many
members were affected by TS. They have
visited them to interview, examine,
videotape, and draw blood samples from
affected, as well as unaffected, fam-
ily members for the purpose of locating
the genetic factors or genes respon-
sible for the transmission of TS to
one's children. If the TS gene can be
located, it will help in the develop-
ment of more effective treatment and
more accurate counseling.

Upon reading about this research,
several concerned families, including
members of the Overholser Family Assoc-
iation, reported to Dr. Kurlan that
they or some of their family were af-
fected by TS. He was interested to
learn that some members of the Associ-
ation are Mennonite and wondered wheth-
er the TS gene might be more prevalent
among Mennonites in general or whether
members of the Assn. may somehow be re-
lated to the Canadian Mennonite family
studied. This is why he is very much
interested in hearing from other memb-
ers of the Assn. who might recognize TS
symptoms in themselves or family members.

If you have information you feel
might be helpful to Dr. Kurlan or have
any questions about TS, you are urged
to write or call him collect at: Uni-
versity of Rochester Medical Center,
601 Elmwood Ave., Box 673, Rochester,
NY 14642, phone (716)275-5130 or
(716)275-7937. For additional informa-
tion about TS, you may contact Tourette
Syndrome Assn., 41-02 Bell Blvd., Bay-
side, NY 11461, (718)224-2999.
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WELCOME ABOARD!
A friendly welcome to these 15 new members: " have joined our family!
SARA RASH AiIFF (III Martin/ 127 01d t d., North East, MD 21901

IV Christian)

MENNO O. BRUBAKER (II Martin/ 1204 Country Squire Roard, Elizabethtown, PA 17022

III.Christian)
RETTA CUNNINGHAM
ROBERT & JOANNE HARGES

504 5th Ave., Canyon, TX 79015
2092 N.W. Yucca Way, Redmond, OR 97756

MARTIN & ELEANOR KURTZ (III Mar- 3000 Hickory Hill Rd., Oxford, PA 19363

tin/IV Christian)
CURTIS & TREVA LAWYER

502 Briar Lane, Chambersburg, PA 17201

LEVI & LIZZIE OBERHOLTZER Gorin, MO 63543
(III Samuel/IV Samuel)

- JOHN N. OBERHOLTZER

RD 1, Richland, PA 17087

(III Samuel/IV Samuel)
SAMUEL M. OBERHOLTZER, JR. 447 Appletree Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011

JAMES A. OVERHOLSER
DARWIN OVERHOLT

605 Ramble St., Hot Springs, AR 71901
4129 Swamp Road, Doylestown, PA 18901

MR/MRS GEORGE T. OVERHOLT 350 Indian Rock Road, New Canaan, CT 06840
MRS. ALFRED REITER (Joanne 2201 Logan St., Camp Hill, PA 17011
Oberholtzer)

DAN SHIRK (III Samuel/IV Samuel) RD 1, Newmanstown, PA 17073

JESSIE L. YIGIT

17825 Continental Drive, Brookfield, WI 53005
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